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Mariners' Church HABS No. Mich.-11

N.W. Corner Woodward Avenue and HARS
Woodbridge Street, MICH
Detroit, Michigan. '

i DpTeo.

-
o

Owner - Mariners' Church

Date of Erection - 1849

Architect - Mr. Otis of Buffalo.
Builder - Mr. Hugh Moffat of Detroit, Michigan.

Present Condition - Fair

Number of Stories - Two and basement

Materials of Construction - Foundation and exterior walls
of local rough gray limestone, laid up in natural
cement mortar. The walls are furred and lathed
with split lath. Interior framing is of white
pine. All of the woodwork in the main auditorium
is of selected walnut, including the wainscoting,
organ and altar, The floors are of white pine 1-1/8"
thiok, tongued and grooved in random widths. The
roof boards are of white pine, uniform width and
and the original roof covering was probably split
wood shingles. The present roof is covered with
built-up asphalt., The ceiling on which the original
paint still remains, is white pine, painted gray,
with a little stenciled border around it.

Other Existing Records - A pamphlet entitled "Mariners' Church
Anclent and Modern" by the present pastor, the
Rev, George Backhurst, is enclosed herewith. The
information contained therein has been gleaned
from the records in the church and other author-
itative sources.

Additional Data - The church which cost a trifle over $15,000.00
for the building and its furniture and has a seat-
ing capaoity of 500 persons, became a reality through
the will of Mrs. John Anderson. (Col. John Anderson
with his wife and sister-in-law Miss Charlotte Ann
Taylor, came to Detroit on the first steamboat on
the Upper Lakes, the "Walk-in-~the-Water", Mrs. An-
derson and her sister Miss Taylor, had an agreement
that their estate should be used for the erection
of a church for mariners and Mrs. Amderson who
survived Col. Anderson and her sister, made her
will accordingly.

(Continued, following page)




Mariners' Church HABS No. Mich. =11
N.W.Corner Woodward Avenue and '
Woodbridge Street, T
Detroit, Michigan.

Additional Data (Continued)

The spirit of the sea prevails throughout the
building. A small service stairway toward the

front of the church from the first floor going up
(installed at a little later date) is lettered
"Hatchway to Main Auditorium". The Life Preservers
that hang on the wall and the "Anchor" hand rail
brackets on the main stairway, are items of interest
in the furnishing and equipment of the interior.
Also on each side of the altar are "Ships lights"
which are regulation starboard and port lights.

At the right of the altar is a small room which

was used as a library having a small balecony and
shelving extending high up on the walls,
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”M(,winers’ Chuvck - -'-Ancienf ancl Moder’n”

During the war of 1812, Licutenan! John Anderson was sta
Lioned in Idetroil, and he became u prisoner of war when Hull
surrendered the town and fort to Generad Isaae Brock, on August
16, 1812, Later, Licutenant Anderson relurned to Detroit to make
his home, and he bought the home of Dr. William MeDowell Seotl,
The first sleaspboal on the npper Lakes, “The Walk-in-the-Waler,”
arrived in Delrodit on her fivst trip up from Buffalo in the summer
i 1818 among the passenyers on board were Lieutenant John
Anderson amd his wife, #nd Miss Charlotte Ann Tavler, who was
a maiden sister of Mrs, Anderson. Colonel Anderson also acquired
other property in Michigan. [t is said he owned properly on the
Raisin River. Miss Taylor also acquired properly, anil when she
died, February 1, 1840, she willed her eslale to her sister, Mrs,
Julia Ann Anderson, who a! that time wus a widow. The two
sisters were devoul members of St Panl's Episcopal Church, and
there had long heen an understanding belween them thut their
estates should be devoted {o 1he founding of a Sailors’ Bethel or
Mariners” Church; for at that time Detroit was a siopping place
Tor many sailors of the Lakes, and a4 considerable number of them
lived in bearding houses along the Hiver Fromt, during wintep

BLHasSGIE,

MEMORIAL TABLET
Mariners’ Church

H is proverbial that no other class of men is so exposed to
hurdships. danger and sudden death, or so entirely ent off from
the kmdly inflnences and gentle restraint of hone and friends, as
e meriners whe sail upon the ceean and the Great Lakes. And,
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while they constantly uudergo privation and peril their ifves in
the carrying of our ecowmerce, the least we can do s o throw
around flic, when on shore, as wiany opportunities for menial
and religions instruetion as it Hes in aor power to do. Many ia-
stitutions deveted to these purpuses are to be Yound in the Ports
of the Oceasn, and uot a few in the cities Iving on the Great Lakes.

AMres. Auderson died October 28, 1342, and only eight days
buefore hier deatty she exceuted her witl, in which provisions wure
made for the carrying out of the intenlious so long entectuined
by the two sisters, who fad no deseendents, Twn this will she be-
queathed tots 54, 40 by 100 fect, as a site for o Church, and re-
auested that it be built of stoae aud that it be styled “The Muriners’
Church.” 'T'he pews were to be {ree forever, 'Fhe will alse con-
veyed the lund at Mowroc, aud fot 33 facing on Guiswoeld Street
and 13,100 in cash, all to be devoled to the construction ol the
Charch. The lot 53 had o width of ouly 40 fect becanse a 20 {oot
alley had been tukeu out of the spuace between Jefferson and
Woodbridge Street on the Griswold Street side.

To the piety aud liberality of these two sisters, who lhad for
a long thwe been members of the Episcopal Chureh, Detyoit is
indebted for the heautiful edifice known by the name of “Mariners’
Charcly,” They were ilaughiers ol Jwmes Taylor, au Englishman
who, in the year 1773, was seltled with his family in the Island of
Jamaica., There ihe clder sister, Miss Charlotte Ann Tavlor, was
born.  Afterward the family moyved to England, and from thence
to the State of North Carolina, where the younger daughter was
born in the year 1703

Not long previous te the war of 1812, the sisters resided in
Washinglon, where Captain John Anderson, U, S, A, became ac-
quainted with Miss Julia Tavlor and married her.  1a 1822 the
Andersou family were Tiving in Detroit, and wilh themn Miss Chare-
lotte Taylor. Caplain Anderson becaune in a few yvears o Colopel
ol the Enginecrs, and was stationed at different points (theoughout
the eountry, in the discharge of his duties; his wife remalning
with him in alwost all his ctumges of residence.  Detroit was,
however, always considered as their houre, and in Delroit Misy
Charlotte Ann Tavlor generalle vesided.

After Colonel Anderson’s death, which took place severad years
before that of his wife, the two sisters resided in Delroil together.
Mrs, Andereson wus g waman of remarkable wit and genigs,  Her
sister Charlotte, though gifted with @ Jess brillisnt mind than Mrs.
Andersou, possessed a mosl amisble characler, and was uviversally
beloved for her many hinduesses and eharities, She dicd in e-
troit on the first day of February, 1840, aged 67 yvears. Mrs, Ander-
son abso died In Detroil on the 28th dav of October, 1812, aged
) years.

Miss Taylor, the elder sisler, and the oue who owued the
priucipal share of the property which afterwauards beeame e Tiust
I'und, freguentiy, during life, expressed her inlention of devoting
her fortuue to the erection of and maintenance of an Episcopal
Church for the use of the Mariners und their families,

Mrs. Andersen appointed as executors of her will, Messrs, Hen-
ry Chipman, Johu Palimer and Mason Palmer, and it directed them
to proenre for the Ghurch an Act of Incorporation Irom the Legis-
Inture, giving Corpovate powers in the first instunce to such
trastees as her executors should name with the right of succession
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amd sueh other powers as would enzbie them lo carry inlo cffecl
the provisions of the will.

The executors accordingly named Mr., Charles €. Trowbridge
as one of the Trustees, and on the 29th of March, 1848, an Act of
Incorporation was obtained, whiclh prescribes the powers and
duties of the Trustees, creates a perpetnal Corporation, and pro-
vides that the sittings shall he forever free.

Imnediately after the pussage of the Act, the execntors ap-
puinied the other trnstees, and the Board was filled by the follow-
iy gentlemen: Henry 1. Baldwin, Charles . Trowbridge, lames
V. Campbell, Alex, H. Adams, James A. 1licks, Mason Palmer, Elon
Farnsworth, Henry Chipinan and Alex. ), Fraser,

The will of Mrs. Anderson sclecled the particular lot on the
corner of Woodward Avenue and Waoodbridge Street as the locality
for the Cluirch edifice, an unfortunale provision, as lhe ground
was far too valuable, in those days, for that purpose, and if the
building could have been constructed elsewhere, a much larger
revenue might have been derived from the estate Tor the support
of the Church.

The will also provided thuat the bailding should be of stone,
After many plans anid proposals had been subinitted by the archi-
tects and contractors, it was ascertuined hy the trustees that, to
erect an edifice of slone in the nsiuzl manier would consume all
or nearly all of the estate, bolh real and personal, and leave the
Church with ne other weans of support than the very uncertain
c¢ne of volnntary contributions. To vhviate this difficuliy, the plan
proposed by Mr. Otis of Buffale, The archilect who afterwards built
St Panls, was adopled, amd the result was the present edifice,
which had upon the ground floor lhe store room once asccupied by
Ihe Detroit Post Offiev and later hy Juhn Stephens & Company and
Moran & Fitzsinmnons., ete., and upon the second floor was the
Chirreh proper.  The confract was faken by Mr. Hugh Moffat of
this city, and no Rille difliculty was expereinced in making sule
estimates, frem the fael that it was, with the exception of St Ann’s,
{he first edifice of thal kind erected in this cily,

The Church is built of rought gray stoue in the gothic siyle
of architecture, and is capable of sealing 00 persons. It is con-
structed in the most sohd amd cnduring manner, the immicnse
walls being almost two and a halt feet in thickness, and although
we do not predict for it a life equul in duration to that of the per-
pelual Corporation, #t will probably see many gencrations of men
gathered away, while its age is yel green, and witness changes
whiich but fuint, if any, conception can now be formed.

The entire cost of the building, with its furniture, was a trille
over $135,000, which was supplicd in the following manner:

From the personal estate of Mrs. Anderson and lhe sale of
the lot nt Monroe, were recelved the summ of §13,2530. Up to the
time of payment of the contractors, the amount of $400 had c-
crued as interest upon the above suw. [t being decided that the
FPost Office should ocecupy the lawer story, 3600 was subscribed
by several cilizens toward fitting up that part of the building, and
the deficiency, amounting to $1,000, was borrowed from Messrs,
Hicks, King, Noyes and Baldwin of this city, 1o be padd owd of
rents of the huilding proposed to be erected on the Griswold Streel
lot. The funds for this purpose, umounting to $2,500, were bor-
rowed upoen g morigage upon thal lot, and [hns the completion of
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the Church was affected without oue doliar of cncuombrance being
settled upon it, the simall debt which existed being thrown entirely
cu the Griswold Street property, a result which effectuated in the
most complete manner the intentions -of the sisters, nnd reflected
great credif upon the untiving perséverande and faithfuluess of
the trustees.

The Chureh was conmpleted in the vear 1840 though the work
on the ground floor had heen finished some fine earlice, and the
Post Office was already in occupation. The premises the Govern-
ment continned to hold from that time up to e completion of
the Post Office and Cosloms House buikling, oo Griswold and
Lurned Strrets.

On the 24th day of October, 1849, the Revervnd Horace Hills
was uppointed the first reetor, and the Chutceh was consccrated
December 2311l following, Mr, Hills had, previous to this fhne,
assisted in conducting the services in St Paul’s Chorch, in this
city, and when appointed Rector of Mariners' Church had a charge
in the City of Buffalo. He remained with Mariners' Church until
December, 1356, though for more thun a vear before he finally
parted from the parish, Bis fecble heullh necessituted his fregquent
absence from his climate.

Mr. Hills waas a gentleman of fine mind und liberal education,
and was, during his whole conneetion with his chavge, universally
admired, respected and beloved: not only by his parishioners, but
by all with whom he was brought into ussociufion.  Under his
ministry the Cliureh grew in strength, and it receivel the aceession
of many of the teading eitizens ol Delroit. o the spicit of s
founders, ample accommodations were always reserved for the
use of the mariners and their families. and numy of the latter
became regnlar atlendanis upon the Sceviees.

The pecaliac situntion of Detroit, being only o fouching point
for the vessels making circuit of the Great Lakes, prevented the
fuller attendance of mariners themselves, which would probably
be found at Buffalo or Chicago, but they may be Srequently seen
at the Serviees, und are always regarde. with pecualiznr interest by
the Reclor and his co-workers., Duriug the Rectorship of Mr.
Hills, the society, mainly through the generous contributions of
the other Episcopal Churelies, was enabled to purchase a fine or-
gan-—still in constant use— und a burial lof in LElmwood cewetery.

Rev. Tfus Muarray succeeded Mre, Hill in the Rectorship, leav-
ing on March 27th, 186G0.

Ou April 20th, 1860, Bev. A. L. Brewer assumed the duties of
Rector and served the Parish with aceeptunce sud success.  On
account of his health he resigned in December, 1864, and scltled
in Califurnia, Last year 1 received a letter from the Rev, W. Al
Brewer of Burlingame, Californda, a son of the Rev, A, L. Brewee.
He suid: "My father, the Rev., Alfred Lee Brewer, was rvector of
Mariners’ Church, Detroit, for some years up to the ewd of 1364,
I was born in Detreit an June 2nd, 1863, and it is altogether likety
that T was baptized at Mariners’ Church soon alterwarids. 1 should
connt it a great Tavor if you would look up the Parish Register of
that rlate and make out a certificate of my baplisim. My father came
to San Maleo, Calilornin, tn January, 1865, He fonnded the Parish
of San Mateo. When I cotered the ministry 1 was Dis assistant
there, For 1) years past | have had to do with the work of St
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Paul’s, Brrlingame (the town adjoining my father’s parish)., Now
i am Bector emeritus.”

The record of Mr. Brewer's buptism was fonnd in the Church
Records which are kept in the Puhlie Library, Burton Colleclion,
the officiating clergvman being Rev, Benjamnin H, Paddock, who
later beruane Bishop of Massachuscits. We find that Michop Mec-
Closky, Bishop of Michigan, 1836-18%8, touk charge of Mariners’
Chnrch for nearly a year until the Rev. A. M. [.ewis, lale Rector
of Trinity Church, Bay City, came in October, 1865. Then followed
the Rev. E. W. Flower in 1872. Rev. E. W. Flower serve] in the
Civil War and was shot in the foot which necessitated amputalion
af his leg. After five years al Maviners’ Church) My, Flower served
as an Archdeacon in Missouri. His leg was the cause of his death,
for he slipped on a chancel rug, and never recovered from the
cffects of the [ull.

Rev, William Charles succeeded Mr., Flower in 1877, It was
during Mr. Charles’ rectorship that the noon-day Lenten services
were begun in Mariners’ Church., Rev. Paul Ziegler followed Rev.
William Charles in 1885. Rev. Panl Ziegler, in speaking of the
activities of the Church, said: "We have some energetic young
people thal are infusing pew life into the old gray Church, and it
1s sailing along fairly well. A Young Peoples’ Guild once a month
has a meeting where, among other features, a paper called the
“Fog Horn” ds read, giving each member an opporfuntiy to test
bis or her journalistic ability. We will go on in the way we have
started with the Chart before ns, and the rudder and anchor ever
in good repair.”

An article in the “Detroit News™ on July 19th, 1921, recording
the death of Mr. Ziegler, said: “For vears the Mariners’' Charch was
the only Church in the Uniled Stales to hold regular noon-lay
services during the l.enlen scason. It is om Woodbridge Street just
west of Woodward Avenue, a “loft” aver some produce stores, still
lighted by gas and with simple furnishings, But during l.ent it
was the rendezvous of the fashiou and wealth of Detroit, as well
as the paorer worshippers. Along Woodward and Jefferson Awv-
cnues came pagnificent equipages drawn by beautifully groomed
horses, bringing the «devoul {o worship cach noon. In the course
of vears the customr of holding noon-day scrvices lias grown ati
cver the country, until now there is hardly a city without them.”

©. An interesting article in the “Sunday News” on December 23rd,
1892: “A quaint old gothic bLunitding near the foof of Woodward
Avenne; the basement is occupied by a wholesale grocer. The
ceilings are low and are almost touched by the high piles of mer-
chandise. The floor is soaked with syrups and juices and an aic
of mingled fragrance rises to the posirils. 1l is gloomy inside
und the glass of the accounting room is dim with dust. There is
nothing of the modern office or salesroom to be seen, and il the
Cheeryble Brothers in Top Boots, wide hats and rufffed shirts
should suddenly step from the doors they would scavcely occasion
snrprise, Qutside, the pavement is piled with boxes and barrels.
There is the roar of trucks and wagons over the wet cobblestones.
Draymen call back and forth., Street cars rattle along their tracks
and a crowd of pedestrians stream into the city., Around the cor-
ner, witly a fuded gold hinger pointing, is another entrance and a
staircase, each step (hand rail} of which is supported by anchors.
At the head of the stairs is a beautiful stained window and on it
is picinred ‘a ship tossed by an angry sea.
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“Passing through the door, the visitor linds himself in the Mar-
iners’ Chonreh—a Chorch over a grocery store and one of the oldest
in the city, There is a soothing silence aboul the old place per-
haps enhanced hy the marmer of strife and Iraflic whieh floats up
dreamily and undistinguishable, scarcely pentraling lhe thick walls,
The interior is very plain, A warble tablet upon the wall near
the pulpit gives a glimpse into the Cbhurch’s hislory. It is in com-
memoration of the founders. Bencath this mnemorial slab is sus-
pended a tiny rigged ship. 1t was made by an old sea captain, long
sinee passed away, who used to requent tlie Chuech, He used to
go down to the wharves when the sailing vessels came in and
hring the sailors to this place of worship. Then the rafters rang
with the hearty responses and singing ol the jovial crews and the
grand old hymn, Q! IHear ns when we ery to Thee, For those in
peril on the Sea,” acqnired a new meaniug as those who uttered
the words were soon to trost themselves again |o the restless waves,
Thoese good.old days have passed away, and the nmodern steaners,
independent of wind or waves, leave the mariners to cnjoy the ac-
conmodalions provided for their spiritual welfare. A few bronzed
faces sprinkled liere and there among the congiegalion still appear
on Sundays, One old skipper, with the sea slill ¢linging to hinn in
spite of twenly years ashore, smoothed his loug white beard
thoughtfully as he said to « yvouuger man: ‘It's nigh onto 30 years
that P've atlended lhis Churel, and now my family think it's too
{ar to come, so [ only get down ageasionally; bul I had iy childrei:
married by the pastor here, and when ! leave this world, I pray
that my bhody muav be luken trom this dear old Chureh to its last
resting place so that 1 may start from a home port to the Heavenly

hanbor’.”

. A few names of Detroit people who were connected with Mae-
iners’ Choreh in 1850 might he of interest:

Baptisinal Records give s the names of Freeman; Gray, Neal,
Paxton, Eddy, Greenfield, Joy, Weeks, Vernor, Bridge, Saunders,
Bulkey, Campbcll, Davenport, Wark, Garrison, Ford (the child of
Henry and Dora Ford). .

The Marriage Records show in 1830 that Williain Hall was
nnited to F. . Vernor; Robert Mason tn Naney Ford, and Jolin
Oakuian o Elizabeth Norvale,

The intentions of the Fonnders are being carried out in these
duys on a much larger scale thun they dreamed of. Although the
property and endowments have greatly decreased in value, the
scope of the Chureh’s influence reaches out to the poor and sick
and needy in and beyond the eily of Detroit . . .. but that is mod-
ern history. -

. ‘THE MODERN HISTORY of Mariners' Church is even more
interesting and thrilling thawr its aneient Listory, ‘The two good
lady founders in the 184%’s had a great vision of the immediate
needs of wayfaring mew of their day. Little did they vision a
Detroit of over a million in population, and Ihousands of destitute
people coming lo their Mariners’ “Bethel” for the hread of hfe.
If, as our Lord said, “there is joy in Heaven over one sinner that
repenteth,” then there must be joy in the presence of the founders
and benefactors of this old Church when they see the serviee being
rendered in Christ’s name, to the poor and needy of this generation.

It was not always so, the Church 23 2 whole did not have this
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soctal-consciousness,  Indiviklaals like Bishop Williams, were pro.
phets of a new order. Under Bishop Williawms this old Church
once anore took its place as a Haven and Port for storm-tosséd
humanity. In the Miclhigan Clurchman of Noveurber, 1915, we
read: “It is proposed to niake of the Mariners’ Cliurch a center for
Social Service 11 the Diocese of Michigan.”

Also in the December number of the Churchman, we read that
the Rev, Harry C. Robinsou was appointed Rector of Mariners'
Church and Archdeacon of Wayne Connty; further, that a meeting
was called wilh Mr. Malthew B, Whittelsey as Chairman, to meet
Bishop Williams and to take conusel with him reganding the future
usefulness of Mariners’ Church.

In 192}, Rev. J. H. Lever was brought from $t. Louis and ap+
pointed Supcrintendent of Social Service in the Diovese, . He had
a most helpfnl assistaut in the person of Mrs. Robert Page, who
gave up a lucrative position with Dodge Brothers to carry on this
Clurreh work,

The largest congregation af
men in the city of Detroit.

Mr. Wayland Stearns succceded Mr. Lever in charge of Soelal
Service, He was a "dollar-a-year” man, working cnergetically from
& am, untl 5 p.m. in offices on the balcony of the old Clurch., He
gave his time and all the powers he possessed 1o the serviee of his
fellowman. Rev. O. D. Swiith also joined the stafl as Hospital Chap-
1ain,

It was in 1425 that Bishop Page ealled Rev. Harry Pearson,
who was Rector of 31, Phillips and St. Stephens, Detroit, to estab-
lish the Detroit Episcopal City Mission Society, with headguarters
at old Mariners” Church. Mr. Pearson entered upon the work with
great_enthusiasm, and early in 1926 the Society was incorporated.
The Board of Directors were: President, Rishop Herman Page,
D.D.; Vice President, Rev. H. J. Pearson: Secretary, Mr. Lewis
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Puddock; Treasurer, Mr. Benj, (. Vernor: Mr. Berrien t2aton, Mr,
Douglas Campbell, Mr. R, McClellan Brady, My, Claud (. Beers, Mr,
Leslie A. Morgan, Mr. J. M. Haines, Mr, Matthew B, Whitlelsey.

The Cily Mission Staff consisted of: Superintendent, Rev, H. .
Pearson; Secrelary, Miss G A. Wilson,

The offices were at firsl in the gallery of the Church. Laler
the ground floor of the Church was taken vver for the offices,
kitclien and slore rooms, and became known as Taylor Hall,

In 1928 Muariners’ tnn was founded. A 100-bed dormitory for
men-iocated on the corner of Woodward and Jelferson Avenues,
The total investment was $7,140. Mr. Fred Wardell gave $1,500
towanrds this projecl; Mr. W. T. Barbour endorsed a note for $3,500
and three members of the Board gave lheir notes for a sum totalling
£1.250. A Dank loan was made for an anount of $4,750, The lon
has been a boon and a Godsend to many thousands of liomeless
men, [t has enabted the Mission to keep in close conlact with
and {o have closer supervision over lhose who sorely need help.

Early in 1938 the Dioeesan House of Churchwoman sponsored
the grganization of the City Mission Guild of Women., The Guild
has been a tremendous belp to lhe Mission in all lepartmentls.

An Induslrial Secretary was added lo lhe Staff. His duly was
to secure employment for those who, for soame reason or another,
found it impossible to locate a job. In addition, the Industrial Sec-
retary supervises lhe genecral cleanliness of Mariners’ Inn and
Taylor Hall; has charge of the slores and relieves the Superintend-
ent of much of the routine administration. Spiritual and religions
ministralions were opened up in many public institulions in Wayne
County. :

In September, 1928, the Detroil Council of Churches went on
record in lhe natter ol endorsing the Chapluins appointed hy the
Cily Mission, By Resolution, they said that our Chaplain at
Eloise and al Receiving Iospilul should represent, not only the
Episcopal Church, bul the whole Protestant communion in Detroit.

In Oclober, the Superintendent appeared before the Counly
Board of Poor Commissioners and asked that these appointmenis
he made’ officially.

Such aclion was taken at a subseqguent meeting of lhe Boand.
For the first tine in the history of Wayne County, Public institu-
tions officially recognized lhe Chrislian Church. Regular services
were unow held in Mariners’ Church, Receiving Hospital, Women's
Detenlion, Boys' Detenlion, Eloise, Valley Farm; in various Homes
for the Aged. Occasional services were also held in the large hos-
pitals. The need of such 2 work in the City of Detroit 'was allo-
gether apparent, The opportunilies were many. Mr, Pearson saw
the peed and availed himself of the opporlunity for filling thal
need. Hence the remarkable development of the Episcopal City
Mission.

In Ihe summer of 1929, Mr. Pearson resigned as Superinteudenl
16 accept 1he Rectorship of the Church of lhe Messiah, Defroit.
~ On September 1, 1929, the Bishop appointed as his snccessor,
the Rev. George Backburst, Reclor of St. Paul's Cliurel, St. Clair,
Mich. Mr., Backhursl had received some Iraining in the English
Church Army and graduated from St. Panl’s College, Lincoln, Eng-
land. He served as Archdeacon of Dululh and Supesrinlendent of
Indign Missions in Minnesota, The Mission Stafl now consisted
of: Superintendent, Rev. Geo. Backhurst; Cily Missioners, Rev, T.
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F.o Wright, Rev. D. 1. Davies; Indnsirial Scerelary, Capt. H. B.
Gape; Secrctary, Mrs. C. D, Dell.

1t shonld he woted here that the Mission was supported fin-
ancially by—1si. The Diocese of Michigan; 2nd. Mariners’ Church
Trustees; 3rd, St. Luke™s Hospital; 4th, Women’s Guild; 5th. Sub-
scriptions and Memberships,

The period of the great depression began soon after the ar-
rival of Mr. Backhurst aud the income gradually decreused, white,
because of the conditions, the need increased a hundred fold. To
quote Mr. Benj. Vernor, Treasurer, in his 1930 report:

“The year 1930 was an unusuat one ifor the Inn and the Missiom
The income from ihe Inn was serionsty impaired because of un-
cmployment and the inability of the men to pay even 30 cenis for
lodging, But,” he adds, “very definite things in the finances of the
Mission have been accomplished this year. The comparative state!
ment shows that our receipts were 82,762 less, and vet, in the face
of these conditions, we have carried on and paid the $1,400 note
that was ineurrcd in 1929 before Mr. Backhurst took charge. Too
much praise cannot be given Mr. Backhurst for the excellenl man-
ner in which he has carried on the work under very hard and
trying cirenmstauces, and for the definite reductions 1n expenses
made through his readjustments.”

Among the changes made at the Mission at this time was the
exchange of Rev, D. T. Davies for the Rev, R. N. Randall; Mr.
Davies going to Immanuel Church and Mr. Randall coming from
Innnanuel Chureh to the City Mission. Rev. T. F. Wright resigned
to accept the Parish of Tecwuseh, Michigan, Caplain Gape was

EDGAR A LUCAS
Industrial Secretary

sucereded by Cuptain Luoeas, 1 Church Army officer. later, we
were forced to let out the Secrefary; this left us with Lhe following
staff: Superintendent, Rev. Geo. Backhurst; Hospital Cliaplain, Rev,
R. N. Randall; Industrial Secretary and Lay Reader, Captain Lueas,

In the spring of 1932 “Page House," a home for uneapleyed
and homeless women, was opened. The plight of the homeless
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woman was always in the mind and heart of the Superintendent.
So much was heing done for lhe homeless men in Delroit during
these vears of depression; it seemed as though the case of the
homeless and unemployed girls and womnen, with no means at all,
“was heing overlooked, Pruyer and paticnce was rewarded when
the Vesiry of St. John’s Church, lhrough the Rector, Rev, Dr.
Woodroofe, made lhe Mission the offer of a house at 46 East Ver-
nor Highway, This was gratefully sceepted and the men at the
Mission immediately undertook the task of cleaning up and re-
decorating this building. .

The Superintendent and the Guild of Women conducted a eam-
paign for furnifure and house linen, china and silverware. The
response was very hearty and encouraging, and at no extra expense
to the Mission, the liouse was furnished and ready for occupancy.

On April 15th, Page Ilouse was duly opened without uly in-
debtedness, and from the first day was filled with needy guesis.
In October of the same year, the offer of the adjoining house was
made by the Vestry of 5f. John's, and was gratefully accepted by

“PAGE HOUSE”

Home for Homeless Girls and Women

the Superintendent. The two houses were made into one, quckly
furnished and filled wilh guests. Rev. R. E. Randall and Mrs. Han-
dall were in the residence the first yeur, and did very effective
wark in getting Page Housce established.

Miss Mary L. Oberlin is now Page Honse House Molher in
charge, Miss Oheriin was on the Slaff of the Children's Home at
Farmington, and formerly had experience in charge of a Girls’
Dormitory at « Universily and tanght Dietetics in the Schools,

PPage House has accomplished a great deal in a short time for
a small outlay of money. 500 girls and women have becn guests
for long or short periods. Hall of thesec have gone out on jobs
found for them. About 30% of the guests are in a position to pay
a small amount of their beds and board. We feel that many girls
and women have been saved from mental and moral collapse be-
caunse of Page House.

The income of lhe Mission each vear showed a decrease from
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%25,104 in 1926 to 323,129 in 1929; $20,650 in 1930: $17,212 in 1931;
H14,604 in 1932; 813,000 in 1933.

After the Bank Holiday in February of 1933, the iucone was.
further reduced, Mariners’ Churclr Trustees, who formerly were,
leading contribators to the work of the City Mission, now had
very littke moncy to coniribute. The Diocese of \[1(:11101111 was
forced 1o reduce their grant from $6,000 to 32,000, :

Mr. Vernor in his Iast annual report said: “A study of the cour-
parative statement discloses many interesting facts regarding the,
reductions in cost of operations. These were made lmperaltive by,
reductions in income, a condition so common lhese days. Our
income from subscriptions was gnite naturally less. The Inn came
to the Mission's rescue by paying its loan of 3304, and in addition
advancing $400. In these ways we were able lo meet our budget,
spend 83,600 on relief work, reduce the hauk note %608, pay all cur
bills, and show a balance on hand in both accounts. This T helieve
is a remarkable showing. As a wonderful manager Mr. Backhnrst
is unique. Each year the Mission accomplishes more and spends
less. Last yvear $8,800 was spent in salaries. 1n 1931 this ameount
was $10,200 and in 1930 $13,000. General expenses were reduced

“Suffer little children to come unto Me”

8300 and light, gas, waler, and ’plione %200. I believe, therefore,
that we have mnch to be thankful for, and 1 especially want to
commend Mr. Backhurst and the faithful inembers of his staff who
Eave wmade possible this splendid showing.”



The above is quoted in full to show you that the Mission is
being run along the most economical lines, and that we are indeed
“gathering up the fraginents thai nothing may be lost.” Every cent
given this Mission goes for the practical relief of the deserving
foor.

Now, in spite of this great reduction in income and conse-
guent reduclions in workers, we will see what is being done by
the Ciiy Mission at Old Mariners’ Church.

330 services were held in Mariners’ Church last ycar. The
aversge attendance was 230 men in the mornings and 150 men at
night.” These men during the cold winter months are served hot
soup and bread at noon and hoet coffee amd pie or cake at night,

431 services were held in publie institutions throughout Wayne
County. The Mission Staff travels 100 miles every Sunday, holding
36 services and ninistering frecly 1o 1,000 poor, sick and aged
people.  Some of the places served are the Receiving Hospital, Wo-
men’s Deteniion, Boys’ Detention, County Jail, Eloise, Valley Farm,
Maybury Sanitarium, and Homes for the Aged.

35 little children of unmarried mothers were baptized. 351
private celebrations of Holy Communion.

. 5402 prople received clothing and 486 pairs of shocs were
given oul,

The Mission Truek

52 poor mothers were furnished with layettes. 2,165 families
were assisted; 3,360 meals were given for work; 3,137 meuls were
served for fickets given by business men, and others who have
purchased the same for 18c per meal ticket.

461 temporary jobs were found for men, and 119 peruranent

s,

42,207 Innches were served free.

18,676 men enjoyed their evenings in Taylor Hall, where they
have a library, games, music and occasional entertainmenls and
Keno parties.

4,156 beds were given free to deserving imcen, and 3,410 were
given for tickeis at 20 eents each.

4,156 beds were given for work done.
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13,151 families were given baskets of fond left over.

1,054 visitations were made in 3§ Public Institutions.

730 magazines were distributed in the County Jail and Eloise.

AN this gathering in of dayv-old food, clothing, waste paper,
apd furniture ureans a lot of work. A truck is on the streets
from morn till night making the rounds. A half dozen trucks
could uot pick up enough clothing and shoes to meet the demands
made upon the Mission.

The needs of the Gity Mission, including Page House, at this
present time, are for wmore subscriptions, donations and member-
ships.

Memberships in the City Mission may be obtained for any
amoutit from one dollar a year up. To make up the reduction in
income from the Diccese and Mariners’ Charch we need many an-
nual subscriptions of 850 and $100. Hundreds of Christian people
could send us $5.00 to $10.00 annually for this work so dear to the
Lhieart of the Compassionate Saviour. Bul all can send us some-
thing, if not money.

0ld clothing, shoes, furniture, waste paper, tin foil, frui,
vegelables, canned goods.  All will be gratefully received and put
inte immediate vse.

Women may help the Mission by becoming members of ihe
City Mission Guild of Women. Memberslip—81.00 per year.

“When winter comes.”

“INASMUCH—

“When I was Hungry you gave Me food.
“When I was [Homncless you gave Me shelter.
“When I was sick ve visited Me.

When | was naked yve clothed Me.

“When I was in prison ye came to Me.
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“Imasmuch as ye have done it unto cne of 1he least of these,
my children, ve have done it unto Me”

$100 will endow a bed for a homeless man af Mariners® Inn for
clie VeRr.

100 will endow a bed for a homeless girl at Page House for
GNe Year,

§16 will feed 100 wen at Tavlor Halk

“Mariners' Church, Ancient and Modern“—old yet ever new—
{0 meet the needs of this new day. T.et gs honor the two [adies
who founded this Church for wayfaring people, by carrying on
awhat we know was the desire of their hearls when they buiit so
solidly this old Bethel, A Haven of Rest for the Weary and Heavy
Laden, A safe Port in stormy weather, A Lighthouse to guide
‘men Home. :

~ There is more need for old Mariners’ Church in these modern
times than when it was crected. Let vs all do cur part.

“Throw out the Lifeline
Across the dark wave,
There is a brolher whomn
‘Someone should save.
Somebhody's hrother, Oh!
Who then will dare
To throw oot the Lifeline
His peril lo share?”

* * *

Contributious, large or small, will be gratefully
acknowledged by

THE REV. GEO. BACKHURST
26 W. Woodbridge St. _ Detrodt, Mich.




